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The Society of Young Men 
in Charleftown, 

Who are United together for 
Exercifes of Religion on the Lord s 
Day Evenings &c. 
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My Brethren and Children ! 

KHENJ bad determin’d to 
Z on one of your Meetings, J 
S would be agreable to you A . 

r bring with me a Word of hxjor a • 
Accordingly. 1 more bafiily drew up• t 

following 2 { { e U)iv<ne 
was adapted to your Cafe, and might ( ) ^ r(wr 

Sleffing) ferve both to direct andencou a^y > 
early feeking of GOT ; and in the 
and uniefiltd Religion, even while you are ye g 


And this Untended only for 
vate lujlruttion j and therefore ml e '// : . t ^ lt 

and mofl familiar'Thoughts and Language ^ 

it might be fuited to the Capacity of the you a -j 
lnallejl of your Number. 

It 











DEDICATION. 


It was therefore no fmall Surprize to me, when the 
Motion was made by you, that it might appear in a 
more publick Way : and what I at firft entertain’d 
with ReluElance, and could not think of complying with. 

But when I confider’d, the good Acceptance it met 
with when 1 deliver’d it; the Unanimity of your He- f 
fifes to have it in your Hands; and the Importunity of 
your Rrquefis, that you might have that often before 
your Eyes, which you were much effected with in the 
hearing of : I was then moved to forgo mine own Incli¬ 
nation in the Matter, and to give up the Copy to you ; 
hoping that it might be of fome further Ufe to you ; and 
of fome “Benefit and Advantage to all the Toutb in this 
fPlace, by the Help of G02), wbofa Welfare I have 
nigh at Heart. 

1 earn fly wifi) you the Increafe of every Grace and 
Virtue ; and that you mav be all Ornaments to the 
Chriftian Name and ‘Profiffion from your earlieft Hays. 
And to fee you walking in the Trath, and having the 
Fear of the Lord before your Eyes continually, will be 
ground of the greatefl Joy and Comfort , not only to your 
ptous Friends, but alfo to 


Your Affedlionate Paftor 5 


CbjrleflcWv, dugujl 

1 C tb 1759. 



Abbot. 







Early Piety Defcribed and 
Recommended, 



PROV. VIII. 17. 

—— And tbcfe that fcek me Early Jhall fitid me* 


HIS excellentBook was compos’d by 
King Solomon, when under the infal¬ 
lible Infpiration of the Holy Ghoft. 
Accordingly, we muft bear ic in 
Mind, whenever it is read or preach* 
ed, that ’tis the Great GOD Himfelf, 
that does, by him, fpeak unto the 
Children of Men; and that ris 
therefore our Duty diligently to hearken to theVoics 
of his Word contained in ir. 

In the Verfe I have read, the facred Per-man per- 
fonates the bieffed Son of GOD Himfelf ; of whojn 
he fpeaks under the Name of Wifdom, perfonal Wif- 
dom, divers Times in the Context : and in the Texr, 
brings him in, faying, I Love them that Love m; ani 
ibofe that fezk me Early Jhall find me. 














2 Early Piety 

In which he intimates to us, the great Honour and 
Happinefs of thofe, tfiat fet their Love ontheblefled 
GOD, and that evidence it by following the Diftates 
of heavenly Wifdom, and living in the Pra&ice of true 
Religion, viz.thatGOD dees and willLove allfuch,and 
that with a peculiar diftinguifhing & gracious Love. 

Efpecially does he give them the fulled A/Iurance* 
that if they feck GOT), i e. feek after Communion 
with him, Conformity to him, and the Enjoyment of 
him, in the Ways of his own Inftitution and Ap¬ 
pointment : And that if they do thus feek himEarly t 
i.e.in theTirae of Youth,and in theWomb oftheMorn- 
ing ; and doit chiefly & principally,before any Thing 
elf^St above everyThing elfe: That then they fhallmfi 
certainly find GOT) ; He will manifeft himfelf cothemi 
and they ihaii obtain an Intereft in his fpecial Favour 
and v Friendfhip ; and arrive to theFruition of the chief 
Good, which they fo earneftly defired and fo vigo< 
roufly fought after ; for GOD has never faid to any 
of the Seed of Jacob % Seek ye me in vain. 

The General Obfervation I fhall at prefent make 
upon the Words for your Inftrucftion and Entertain* 
ment is this, viz, 

DOCT, That ids the indifpenfible T)uty andhtghefi 
Intereft of Yeung Teoplg to feek the Lord Early ; 
more efpecially as they have good A'Jfurance in 
the. Book of GOT), that if they then feek him 
aright y they fjail mofi certainly find him . 




> 


Now to illuftrate and confirm this important Point, 
I fhall briefly attempt the following Things. 

I. To deferibe the Duty mention'd in the Text ; 
Qr*to fhew what it is for Young People to feek the 
Lord Early. 

II. To prove it the indifpenfibleDuty of allYoung 
Perfons, without exception, thus early to feek the 
Lord. 

III. To fet forth that it will be for their higheft 
Intereft, and of moll unfpeakabie Advantage to them 
fo to do. 

- iv 5 
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IV. To (hew that they have more ®^ y f ® 

created Encouragement to be re.igious ■ ‘ GOD 

Hood .>*>l ,h *Z w™ft* 

that if they feek hid tight La r *y> J 
Certainly find him. To chefe in che.r Order, 


t 7 /m tn Arfrribe the Duty mention'll in r^e Tcx^s 

*rlj 2'l$U S tor 

Now among many other Thu g that fe f 0 UoW, 
tiond, 1 (hall only touch upon, th.fe . b 

i For **T«m re /«ft ‘he ^ori ea, ly s. J * ^ 
Remember their Creator tn theDa^J ' rcCeiv ’d 

It is for them, very foon after M 

their Being from the Hands of GOU ^ 

to the exercife of Though , t j- e ^ord 

Under (landing, feliou ^ f 10 t K, religioufly trtcon- 

that made them. It is c» 1 Ohlutatiotss rhey 

*j.r and call >o Mind, ®“j(P " a „ d u , 

ate undet to him,, to lovw hirr, h*Glt>ry ; who 

devote themfelv- s and their 1.1 ^ Nature.', by 

has diftmguifhed'thern *'.«h reafoo-i le N u ? 

his creating Goodnefs; and haj ejB«d ^ 

through the Dangers of Infancy and *- i „ 0 , 

vetoing Providence. were made for, and 

and remember what it isit • y ^^^oild uDon.aml 
what Errand they were f ^(>D iuftly ekpe&sand re- 
whatDuues and Services GOU j y J . Jginenc 
quires ofthem. And in order to form 'X/and *h*e 
3f this, they mull know and c, h e,n j 
that Great and Glorious being . (.features 

.and what the Relation that they ftat.u in c , 
to him, does juftly demand of .he«■ n a W 
is for them to remember their wife Icar , 

tor With the mod P r ^"^ ‘ d j D ve : faying, ic 

* Admiration and Joy, Gratitude ana This 

M he that hath made us, and not ■we our 1' £ >• 
i, wh« liccl-fnfm ir.ll.ua, m n., «* 
upon all thac are \ ou g, - Youth bet ere the E%H 
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Early Piety 


they would fec k the Lord Early, have him continually 
in their Thoughts, and be follicitoufly inquiring, 
where is GOD my Maker ? 

2. For Fetfons to feek the Lori Early y is for them 
to jeek a new Nature , and a conformity to the holy /« 
mage and bteffed Will oj GOD , in the Morning of Life . 

it i v not enough for them to anfwer this leligious 
Character, that they remember and call to Mind the 
Loid that made them ,* and the Duties they owe 
unto him as his Gestures, and the workmanfhip of 
his Hands : Bik they muft call to Mind their original 
Integrity and Uprightnefs, as they came out of GOD’s 
fimfhiog Hand at fir ft, when they were made in his 
holy lm3ge, and after his divine Likenefs : Together 
with the wretched Fail and Apoftacy of Man by Rea- 
f n of Sin, which defac’d the divine Image in the 
Soul, and render’d him both ignorant of, and unable 
to perform the Will of GOD, which before was his 
Delight and Happinefs. And being humbly fenfible 
of this, to feek the Lor d. Early, is for Perfons, as foon as 
they begin to live, and to a# in the rational Life; 
as foo 1 as they are rriade to underftand their Mifery 
and Danger by Reafon of their original Guilt and 
Depravity ; to feek afcerGOD^ i e. after his renewing 
Grace, and the almighty Power and Help of theHoly 
Ghoft ; that they may indeed be born again ; that 
a ey /r m<iy recover, d * ror n 'he fearful Ruins of the 
Apoftacy, and have all old Things pafs’d away from 
them, ano all Things become new unto them ; and 
bleated anew in Chriftjefus. Yea that the Divine 
and Moral Image of the bleffed GOD, which con- 
filb in Knowledge, m Right eouinefs, and in true 
Holinefs, might be again deeply imprefs’d upon their 
Hearts, to the utter exclufion of that Filth and De- 
formiry which bin has brought into their Souls- 

the?r^eailie‘ft U D!v r s y a t0 ^ f *' fc J :h * Lord * is for them in 
t.iwir earlieft Days, and m the Dew of their Youth 

•° f Vi k T°r, b£ Con / or [ r '’ d ,0 the tleffei WtH of GOD 

That^hey'rnav prece P tIVC and providential: 

l hat they may, as becomes new Creatures ahftain 

,ro,D Lv ' 1 ' ,h “ h ‘ '«t.idd«n,a„d p e ',lo“m ,h" 

Duties 
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Smimd our Du f v = and that they may be m lub- 

ES g£ 

early Days, to feek for Rs gfX\S’d withGOD’s 
tion, that their Hearts may be feaion ^ . 

Grace and Fear, and that they may obey his holy 

Commandments &c. , „ ^ { or them 

jjrsas'fr S&s&gr&z, 

holds their Souls in Life , an e - Things: fo 
to his holy Image and We&d WilUn aH ■i S (hc 

they Ihould in the Morning of Life enter p 
publick Profeffion and Acknowle g GOD 

Religion; which is the Duty the Lo d th£ ^^ 

exprefly requires of them. It « req - qoD. 

then fthat they may fhew their Gratitu an(Jer j 

and difcharge the facred Obligations they y^ e ^ 

to devote themfelves unto Him w t h u5 ^y 

whom they Ihould ferve : And - 1 "V hisName 

making an opanand Pf p e ,(o>m- 

and of his Religion in the \\ ond , • 'Godlinefs. 

ing thofa pofuive Duties of VV otlhip Wor( j ; 

that he has enjoin’d upon his Peop obferving 

by taking hold of his Covenant, an i_j ou f e Sic. 

«h. fpari.l Oadinance. & In«it»no« of , hi . 

Now they that would feek the LordEarly , ^ ; ous 

in the moft ferious, humble, devout, 1 y 0 S un g, 
Manner; and muft do it while they a > re liffious 
as foon as they are capable in a reafonab " inlo 

Manner to remember their Creator, un derftand 

the State of their own Souls, and *° GOD.and 
diftindly the Duties which tl J e y.°^ e U ?Then ihould 
which he exptefly requires of them_■_ » T • them - 
they, if it was omitted in their Infa> -h S feiveS 


ciiy . r 

omitted in rheit Infancy, 

R 






€ Early Piety 

felves up to GOD in holy Baptifm : And then fTiould 
they heaiken to the Call and Command of Chrift HP 
come unto his holy Table, to commemorate hisdying 
Love for th<~m in that Direction fo often repeated, 
lOo this tnRetnembrdnce of me. &C. 

4. Fjt 'Perfens to feek the Lord Early , is for tbrfS 
foot.t to enter upon the Paths cf Righteoufnefs and Vir¬ 
tue, in a godly and fober ConverJa f ion in the Worlds 
There mult not only be fome good Things found in 
them ; hue there muft alfo fome good Things he 
done by them in the Days of their Yourh They 
mu /1 fh -w rh3 1 th. y remember their Creator,by yield¬ 
ing clue Homage and Obedience to him as his Crea- 
tuf- s ; and rhat th y are born again, by walking in 
nrvvnefs of Life and new Obedience ; and that they 
are fincere and hearty in their proftflion of Chrifti- 
anity, by ordering their Converfation as becometh the 
Gofpel, and by adorning the Doctrine of GOD our 
Saviour in all Things. Yea they mu /1 firft feek the 
Kingdom of GOD, and h is Rjghteoufnefs, trufting 
to the divine Wifdom and Goocfriefs for the Bcftow- 
ment of inch Things in this Life, as are both needful 
and convenient for them* Of fome fuch willing and 
obtdienc People, we read, Pfal. 1 ro 3. P*hy People 
flail be willing in the "Day of thy Power ,* in the 
Beauttes of HMnefs from the Womb of the Morning ; 
iTbcu hafi tie 'Dew of thy Touth. Now when any 

are virtuous betimes, and are holy in their Converfa¬ 
tion in the Days of their Youth ; and exercife rhem- 
feives to have a Confcience void of offence both to¬ 
wards GOD and towards Man, then piay they be faid 
to fetk the Lord Early, 

And r bus in rhefe imperfect Hints the Duty men- 
l*' * ld ,n fhc T xt h « been in fome Meafurc deferi- 
b , rh.t you may undeiftand what it is for PerforS 
to fetk the Ford Early\ 


Jl 7 prove it, the iniifpenfibh Duty of 

7 ; , People tvetbeut exception , thus Early to feek 
Be Lord ; or to become religious and verruoys betimes. 

A 
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And this I fuppofe will be made fufficiently evi* 
dent if we confide! and lay together the following 
Particulars. 

X. Dbis is a‘Duty of natural 
dll bum ms Creatures do owe) and Jhould tn / 

pay to the God that made them c / * o-acwl ir> 

hinted before, from the Relation which theyfta*drr, 
to G JD as Creatures ; but efpecially Y 

reafondble Creatures ; capable of contemp atmg 
divine Being, Perfeftions, and Works, and of rendring 
a reaonable and religious Service CO the great 
of their Beings i . r i««« . 

it is GOD that has made us and / n0 ^ e < s?^ n nSous 
that hath fa (hi n’d our Bodies in a fearful, , & Tnm oSr 
Manner ; efpecially that hath breath .. • u . 

Noflrils the Breath of Life ; and that hath given u* 
rational and immortal Spirits to inform‘ 
us ; which are endow’d with fuch wondrou c r 
and Capacities, as may fir us for the K n 4 owle . d «V 
vice and Enjoyment of GOD, the chief an g 

Now what more reafonable and juft th an 
& are GOD’s Creatures, that he has fi tte ° * 

to fe-k after and to ferve the Lord, and to ee 
right Early ? Yea the Light of Nature teaches it to 
be the Duty of Young Perfons in particu ar, ( 
have juft receiv’d thru Beings, and their owers 
Capacities of Reafon and Confcience from t ** 
Creator) while this Mercy is frefh upon their \ 5 

and Nature it felf is in its Prime and Vigour, then ip 
begin with full Purpofe of Heart, to fe e k an e 
the Lord that made them. It was therefore a reC £* 
M'xim and Rule among the Heathen, ji fove 1 * 
cipiurn : Begin firil with God ; or feek God in t e 
firft Place. M 

GOD’s creating Power and Goodnefs fhould in al 
Reafon have the ftrongeft Influence upon them, to 
engage the ir Love to GOD. and all their Power* and 
Abilities, from the firft Exsrctfe of them, for nis Ser¬ 
vice and Honour. T{ - 
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This Confideration then, that it is the Voice of 
Nature, fhould work upon the Reafon and Ingenuity 
of Youth, early to enter upon the Paths of Religion 
and Virtue ; yea they ihould be perfwaded, by the 
Mercies of (SOD, to prefent Themfelves,their Bodies 
and Souls, living Sacrifices to him, in the Morning 
of Life, it being but their reafonable Duty & Service. 

a. This is a Duty which iGOD often demands an& 
requires in bis Word. If the Light of Nature be not 
fufficient to prove it a Duty, nor the Reafon of the 
Thing: it is exprefly and pofitively declared in the 
revealed Will of GOD in his Word ; which puts it 
beyond all Doubt. 

Thus we have it fit forth in a variety of Language, 
*> r g' n S the important Duty : Thus, fometimes it is, 
Remember now thy Creator in the Days of thy Toutb ; | 
l2 - 1 Sometimes, Seek firft the Kingdom of 
GOD and his Rigbteoufnefs, i. e. full, before all, as 
well as firft above all ; as Mat, 6 , 33. And in a- 
Pl ace > Fm? this Time Jbalt thou cry unto me 9 
My Father % Thou art the Guide of my Youth , Jer. 3.4. 
And alrho the Preacher delivers himfeif ironically to 
the young Man, yet in his cutting Reproof and far- 
\\7 Vi Cal L3 , n S ua S e » he declares the divine Mind and 
Vi 1 m that Matter, which is that Men fhould feefc 
the Lord Earlv. and ferva hi™ in frK/a n<iire r\f 



and let thins Heart cbear thee in the Days of thy Youth, 
and walk in tbs Ways of tbine Heart, and in the Sight 
<^rvT? e -, eS \ & ut know thou , that for all thefeThings % 
U iv$U bring xhee into Judgment : Yes ! and con. 
, l “ ce t00 » except thou repent and turn unto 



Force 
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Force and Penalty of the divine Laws- This '? ,C 
fell confideted is enough to prove the Point betote 
us; but yet further to confirm it, I Ihill add anothec 

Particular. _ , f 2 

3 It is the 2 )uty of Young Per font to feek the Lord 
Early, and to begin to be religious betimes; becauje of 
the jbmmfs of Life, and the uncertainty of Mir conti¬ 
nuance in this prefent evil World • Religion is a Wot 
of that Nature and Importance, that itimuft be done, 
if Men would approve themfelves to GOD now, an 
be laved by him hereafter : and fince the Work is o 
ablolute neceffity, it is of the greaieft Moment tha 
it be foon done j and the fooner the better, efpecia y 
if there he any uncertainty about the |Time o ou 
Continuance, and our Opportunity for 
it is in Fa6t; for when Sin came into .e Won , 
Death follow’d after it, and Man's Life is jultly num-, 
bred among thofe Things chat are mod fleeting, bn * 
tie, and uncertain Hence that Demand of t e - 
poftle, What is youf Life ? and his Anfwerjto it, 1 
is even a Vapour that appeareth for a littleJtme* 
tbenvanijljeth away. Jam- 4. 14- No Man knows the 
Day of his Death ; nor how Ihort his Time here is , 
nor what fliall be on the Morrow ; no . nor whac 
this Day fhall bring forth in that refpeeft unto him* 
And altho’ Young People, who have but juft began 
to Live, have a ftrong Defire of Life, and a me t 
fweet and agreable Rslifh for it ; and fo may be apw 
to flatter themfelves with the Hopes & Expectations 
of a long Continuance in the World ; yet alas . they 
may be fnatch’d away in aMoment ; the flenaer I nrea 
is eafily fnap’d afunder ; If is foot) cut cjf ani they j 
away ; yea tho* the Youth comes forth as a rlower, 
verdant and beautiful, yet how often has it been cue 
dow r n and wither’d in the Morning ? 

Surely then from this Confideraticn 3U0, it appears 
to be the indifpenfable Duty of all while they arq 
Young to feek the Loid» and early to enter upon th? 
Profeflion and Pratftice of pure and undefi ed 
gion ; left if they delay they have no Tiro* & L>p* 
portunity for it afterwards, * . i.v 
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t might have offered divers other Arguments and 
Confiderations for the Pror f of the Point, but thefe 
Hines may fuffice. Efpecially fince I am now tofay* 

III. That it will be for their hipheft Intereft , and of 
moft unfpeakable Advantage for Toung \Perfons thus 
early to feek the Lo>d. 

What has been offVd uftdf r the former Head, has 
been chiefly to confirm the Truth, and to prove it to 
be the reafonable Duty and Service of all Young 
People to feek th;* Lord Early : But leaft this fh^uld 
fail of the good Effctft propofed, I fhall here men, 
tion and infill upon another Article, which will de¬ 
mon/irate it to be their Intereft, their higheft Intereft 
and Advantage fo to do. And this is often a pre¬ 
vailing Confideration with Men, where theArgument 
from Duty has but little Force and Effiacy. 

This therefore I fhall endeavour to illuftrate in the 
following Particulars ; earneftly wifliing and pray¬ 
ing, that they may have a moft powerful Influence 
on the Youth that are here prefent before the Lord! 

i It is for the Intereft and Advantage of Perfoni 
thus to feek the Lord in their earlieft Youth, as this 
is a Ttme of Life in which GOD is m ft likely to be 
* found of them that diligently [e k him There is aTime 
in which GOD will be fought ; and wherein it is 
moft likely that he will be found of them that feek 
him aright. Of this the Pfalmift fpeakf* Pfal. 32. 6 m 
For this Jball every one that is godly pray unto thee , in 
a Time when thou mayeft be'found ; cr in a Time of 
finding, as the Margin reads it. And to this Purpofe 
is chat Exhortation of the Prophet, Ifai. 55.6 Seek 
ye the Lord while he may be found , call ye upon him 
while he is near. And the royal Inftrudtor in the 
Text particularly limits it to the Time of Youth ; 
and fhows that to feek the Lord Early, is the moft 
likely to be attended with Succefs. And truly the 
Time of Yourh is of any other Part of Man’s Life,the 
molt likety to find GOD, and to obtain an Intereft 
ia his fpcciai Qrac* and Favour* who has commanded 

them 
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them to remember their Creator early. A •'* 

that GOD will hearken to the Voice of 

dren that call upon him as their heavenly ^ath . 

Now it is that he will Accept and Honour them, that 

do Love and Honour andObey him as fuc . > • 

it is that they may obtain the Bleffing at hi'Hand*, 

tho’afterwards, when they are grown up » nd &'jjJJJ 

old, it may be deny’d to them, altho it fhould be th 

fought by them carefully and with Tea 1 s , *s 

Cafe of profan tEfatt. Since then theTime of Youth.in 

the Nature of the Thing, and by the Appo mment of 

GOD, is the moft likely to find him in, it is for the 
Intereft and Advantage of Young People to 
him in their moft early Days. 

2 It is for their Intereft fo to do as GOD has *»« 
timatei to us in bis Word, that the our feivSS 

to him in Kutb, is a moft acceptable Sacnfice^ 

The Time of Youth i, not only a ficTime in which 
to feekthe Lord that gave us ourbei g , young 
alfo it felt a moft acceptable Sacrifice, Service 

People teligioufly devote themfelves to the S - 
and Glory of GOD : and accordingly GDD has often 
declared that it is moft pleafing in h>s Sight. 
with what Pleafure he fpeaks of it to h P ^ 
old, hr. a. 2* Thus faith the Lord, 
tbe Kindnefs of tbyToutb. And becaufeGOD dejjg 
ed in fuch early Sacrifices, He direded under the Law, 

and even before it, that the firft Fruits & t e ■ ^ , 

fhould be religioufly devoted to Him, an „ 

out Delay, Exod- 22. 29. ^boufoalt no delay to eg* 
the firft of thy ripe Fruits f^c. the firft burn f • 

Jbalt thru give unto me. Which not ^ be 

that the Pnme of our Days and Strength, 1 we 

religioufly confecrated to the Lord from ofTVc 

receiv’d them ; but alfo that in fo d ° in 8 ' ’ j r D jf e 
up fuch a Sacrifice to Him as he will not deip>£ 
hut fuch as he will moft gracioufly accept 1 
w ell pleated with,. By 


C 
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By G(,D s appointing tho fe initiating Rites of Cir- 
cu mcili on under the oldTeflainemDifpenfation.and of 
Bapti.m under the New. to be adminiflred to the 
infant Seed of vifible Believers, and thereby to bring 
them under (tie facted Bonds of his holy Covenant, 
we may ,uft y infer that GOD both expels and is 
We. pUA-.d with the moil Early Dedication to him. 
And lo we learn by our Saviour’s rebuking thofe 
that would not: fufFet little Children to con?. unto 
him , and by his beholding and loving the young 
Man that came to him in the moil ingenious and 
Mdntler tr i 3 a k f? e Wiy t0 Life and Happi. 

A VV to ' l ° * r , ^nd alfo b y the peculiar Love and 

m-?! \ hlCh 3n ‘ ex P fefi ’ d for his youngeft 

DiE.pie, who is fill d by way of eminence tbefDifci* 
pie whom fijus lovei, Joh. r 3 . l3 Since then to be 
rel.gmus betimes, is what GOD has declar’d is moil 
plea nog and acceptable in his Sight, it is for the In, 
teteil and Advantage of Young People, to feck for 
im in their ear.y Days, in the Morning of their Life. 
t>ut oeiiaes this, 

A // l t{ , or fotereft, as Youth is that T.me or 

^l /f Ltfe u ™ h,r f " n(Ji , CapaHe of 6 ooJ Imprtffiom-, 
a» I cf cur bans brought home to GOD by Converflon 
anJ Keener ait n. J 

We art taught in the Oracles of GOD, that all 
Men are by Nature in a State of Apoflacy ; that their 

,> }f ate f v l'A; (I a " d d£ P raVtd hy Sin ; and that by 
IGalon of Guilt, they are Children of Wrath, and 
und^r « Sentence of Condemnation ; but efpecially 
tliar they have loft the divine Image and Likenefj 5 ^ 
which were inlhmp’d upon their Souls at fiiit in their 
Cie ir. on-State, as well as forfeited the divine Favour 
and I rrendlhip ; ir therefore becomes abfolutely ne- 

Z -,Z nf ? ,0 .° ur retu - r ning to GOD, to our 

bn.,mg of him, and to our being reinflated into his 
, 1 ace and Lavour, that there be a Renova- 

Vo V(r h A°^ h ni ha "« e of N «ure. which in the 
is cBld Converflon or Regeneration : 
is wondrous Work all old Things pais away and 

all 
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all Thirds become new ; vea we are created anew in 

Chrift Jefus unto Good Works. 

Now the Time of Youth is mat Seafon nt UK, in 
which it is moft likely that this fa v iogChange iWd 
be wrought upon the Souls of Men » ,. . 

the Means appointed for it, may by the d.vine Biel 

fing have a glorious Efficacy a / ld . S “? C€ jj inf5 v j z 

This maybe illuftrated in the following H , • 

That in the Time of Youth the Con/c^ 

me are commonly moft tender and fuf p > % 

Jmpreftions, and the AffeOiont of the Shu l mJl e*M 
mol'd unto that which is Vertuous and Good Aj^a- 
bly this is what is obferv'd of that •*.“«L'J' J ^ 
Prince Jofiah, i Kin. 22- 1 9 f-r. ,r i ( r or c the 

der, and that therefore he humbled k * n f f J, Min j 
Lord &c. And because of thj» J*"* 1 [ (e are r ome 

in young People commonly (fno a . f 

fad Inftfoce. to the contrary m fome Ch d en ^ 
Di(obedience) therefore it is called ibetno^g 
Age. And hence it is that the wife Man> adviles 
Parents and Tutors, to imprefs the Minds ^ ' to 
Children and Pupils, early with gOwd ... j tr> 
Religion and Vertue, as what is ntofthkelv^ 
affrtSthem, and abide with them, Pro« 
up a Child in the Way beflculd go, / nd •' 

cW, ire- <uii> depart from if And uu y t 
more eafy to impress their tender Mio*. w,*h a Seof. 

of the Corruption of their ^ at “ re V. 'V j 0 { 

Sin, and of the NeceffitV of Sanctification, and ot 
feeking GOD Early, to fecure an Intereft m_ ^ 
cial Love and Favour. And as this is . thus 

Life, in which it is moft likely for Men to be thu 

wrought upon ; fo this is the Stafon in • Ql e 

commonly are fo ; and if ttiey P 3 f* '^' 5 f» , „ .l_ 

being ferious and religious, and faking ' , . 

Lord ; Inftances are rare of thofe that afterward. J 
feekand find him: yea it is moft difficult to P- r 
Mm, to think of and to fearch a 1.1r GOD whom 

have forgotten and neglefted all then Days .and m 
btcome his devoted Suhjrts and Servants : All ^ 

C z 
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fliews that in the Time of Youth the Heart is moft 
render, and fo is moft capable of good lmpreftions to 
Reiigion and Vertue. 

Again, The Habits of Sin and Vice are not fo deeply 
rooted and fixed in the Soul in the '’Time of Toutb ; nor 
is it fo di fficult to pluck them up, and to depart from 
them There are the Root and Seeds of Sinsand Lull 
in all the unhappy Progeny of apoftate Adam ; and 
it is a difficult Thing to get them eradicated and 
tsken out of the Souls of any ; but moft of all fo* 
when the Principles have come into Aft, and the 
frequent Afts have made them habitual to them, and 
fix’d them as it were anew, and ftronger in theHeartr 
as is the wretched Cafe of thofe who have lived long 
in the World, and in the Praftice of Sin, and the In¬ 
dulgence and Gratification of their Lufts, It is cer¬ 
tainly then for the Intereft of Young People to be« 
gin Early to be religious ; and the fooner the better, 
to mortify Sin, and to live in the Praftice of Vertua 
and Piety, before their Lufts are faftned and become 
inveterate : when it will be as difficult almoft to 
perl wade them to be religious, as it is to wafh the 
Ethiopian white, or to change the natural Spot of 
the Leopard which is eflential to him. A Plant is 
more eafily plucked up before it h2S taken deep 
Knot, and before the Earth is ha-rden’d about it, than 
a Tree that has been oflong (landing and is old and 
u Certainly then the Time of Youth is upon 
this Confideration alfo the moft fit and advantageous 
Seafon for Peking of GOD in ; for the Power of 
bui may now be more eafily broken, and Grace and 
Vertut| be more readily implanted in the Soul, and 
P^aftisd in the Life ; which fhould encourage the 
m u refolure Lff rrts to fubdue the Corruptions that 
are naturally in us 

Youth is a Time of Life commonly the mcfl 
J ft from rhe IntangiemPms and Hurries oftheWorld.and 
ijufinefs and Affairs of it. Men are for the 
* * 1 rart more at Leifure in their early Days, and 

,ttVc Opportunities for the Concerns of Re I i- 

gion 
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cion and their Souls; and left Difcouragementsand 
Impediments in their Improvement of them : fo that 

upon this Account it is a very fit Seafon for any 
,0 reek the Lord, and to Teek him withi thenr whote 
Heatts- It is in the Morning of our Life, much as rt 
is in the Morning of a natural Day : If M< n have 
any Affairs of Neceffity and Importance to do, « & 
be ft to take the Morning Ledure and Vigout for it , 
for in the other Parts of the Day an Hurry <A B»Gmb 
comes on, and many Diversions A v " 

occur, to put them by from the performance of it , 
fo that they’l either forget their principal Balinels, o 
want Time and Opportunity to do inn : And all 
this is juftly applicable to the Bufinef* of Religion 
and of early Piety in the Morning cf Li e. , 

So that this Confide ration alfo proves it to^be much 
for the Intereft of Perfons, to begin to e . 
early, and to become religious betimes ; »* J^ey 

indeed defire to find him, and to fee and et1 J J 
Face and Favour for ever. It were happy > 8 

People would realize this familiar Truth more than 

they commonly do ; and fo as to re rain 
from wafting their Leifure Hours in Youth ; or _ 
is worfe, from (pending them in the Ser '' 1 "-° .V 
which is the moft advantageous Seafon to fecure the 
Salvation of their precious Souls . . i 

Once more, Nature in Youth ts tn tts Strength and 
Vigour, and this mil be of great Advantage un, 0 .*r* 
to intline them to, and to affid them mthetr reltg 
Searches after GOV. Youth is the Flower of bu- 
mane Life, the beft of our Strength* an our 
vigotousAge ; wherein we are capable to do , 

and the beft for the Service of GOD our Make r > and 
to Love and obey the Lord with all our Heart cx out 
andMight ScStrength- AsPeeblenefs in bodilyStrength, 
and impairs in the Mind and Underftanding unnt 
M.n much for the reafonable Service of the mott 
High GOD; fo when there is Strength and Vigour 
of Body and Mind, that is a great Advantage to lucri 
as enter upon the Practice of Piety* and go early into 
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the Paths of Religion and Vertue, The Apo/fle 
John gives this as a Reafon why he addrdfes himfelf 
particularly to Young Men ; becaufe of their Nature, 
Strength and Vigour, i Joh. 2 14 I have written 
unto you young Men becaufe ye are pong, and tbtWord 
cf God abtdetb in you, and ye have over tome the wicked 

Cine- * 


But no longer to inflft here ; thefe Hints Teem to 
fhew that Youth is the beft Age of Life to enter 
upon Religion, and to feek for Converfion andRtge- 
Deration ; and that therefore it is their Intertft to 
improve their mod early Days for it. 


4. Tt is for their Intereft alfo, as it will lay a Foun- 
tv"?d f ° r tbeirpre ^ nl U fJulnefs arid Comfort in the 

Early Piety lays a good Foundation for the Ufe- 
June/s of Men in this prefent evil World. By this 
they I be qualify’d and enabled to ferve GOD and 
tneir Generation according to his Will ; for of fuch 
as thefe it is that GOD for the mod Part makes 
eminent Infhument* to his Glory in the World. 
GOD has great Delight in young Difciples and Con- 
er s, and takes a fpecial Pleafure in honouring them 
n ' Ctl G find the Names of fuch mentioned 
in ScMpture with fpecial Marks ol Honour and Ref. 

V ?* Vid > 2 flah > Obadiaht Ab<]ab , 

to*GOD ^ j 0 f her .*j I. W,h ° Were earlv converted 
t d kT l d . h,m f*i f hfully in their Gene- 
mn evenfronMhor earlnll Days, according to 

rhsr T haVC nf , thfm - lt 'S reported of 
Jluflm . that: he repenred hirrerly that he did not 

mlfht hav ne h t0 and f^rve the Lord, that he 
might have brought him more Glory, and ferv’d his 

Generation better. This alfo Ihow, it to be the In 

UnT h?h-T n car fi ^L* '° beCOme religious, 

unt.Is they care not whether they f eive GOD and 

give Glory to his Name in the E J th> and 


Put 
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But then, Early Piety alfo lays the beft Foundation 
for ‘Peace and Comfort and Joy in their own Hearts 
and Confciences. Having early turned to the Lord, 
and made their Peace with him thro* thrift ; and 
having been in their Youth conform'd to his bUffed 
Image by his Grace and Spirit, and the lik? : this 
becomes a perpetual Source of fpiritugl Joy and 
Confohtion to them; anjd this amidft all the D.fficuL* 
ties, Goffes, and Difappointments of the prehnt 
World ; none of thefe Things move them, or take 
away their Crown, their Joy or their Hope from 
them : for, under all their Sorrows they confider, 
that GOD is reconcil’d to their Souls, that he means 
all Things to their Good, and that it is in very 
Fairhfulnefs that he doth rffl.cb them : Therefore 
under all they have Quietnefs and Aflurance ; and 
that Peace of GOD which paffes all Undeiftanding 
and Knowledge. I have met with it, as a Saying 
frequently in the Mouth of a pious Man ; That if 
it were lawful to envy any ; he would envy thofe 
that turn to GOD in their Youth,whereby they efcape 
not only much Sin but much Sorrow alfo in Life and 
at rheir Deoth. So that upon this Account it is the 
higheft fntereft of Perfons to begin to feek the Lord, 
even when they are Young ; as they ate like to 
frve themfelves much by it as well as their Genera* 
tion ; and as their early Vertue and Rebgion carry 
much of their own Wages and Rewards with them. 

Once more, 

5* It is for their Tntereft, as h r *eby ihey'l prevent 
she divine Wrath and their own Mifery \ and feXu r e 
th?. divine Favour , and their future Happinefi tn the 
Glories of the World to come. 

It will prevent the divine IVra'b and their own 
Mu^ry. GOD is as much difpUas’d w'irh them that 
negleft this reafonable Duty and Service, as ht is 
phas’d with thofe that perform if ; and is highly 
provok’d when the Children that he has created, 
nourilh’d, and brought up wi.h infinite Tcnderncfs 

and 
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andCare,do rebel agajnft him ; when they foon forget 
the Rock that formed them, and but lightly Efhem 
the GOD of their Salvation. This is what GOD 
complains of as Matter of great Grief and Offence 
unto him ; and as what raifes his Anger even to 
Indigoation againft Sinners, that even from their 
Youth, {they fhould wander from him and rife up 
againft him. 9 

And it being thus provoking to GOD, it is cer* 
tainly moil dangerous unto them : He has often 
threatned them with Deftru&ion and Mifery ; and 
ourGOD is a confumingFire : and it is a moft terrible 
Thing to fall into the Hands of the living GOD* 
Now Early Piety will moft effectually prevent the 
of hi s Anger, and the dire Effecfts of it for ever. 

But then befides this, it will fecure the divine 
Favour, and their future Happinefs in the Glories of 
the World to come. As this is a fpecial Way that 
GOD has appointed for their obtaining fpiritual 
Bleffings now, fo it is an effectual Method for fe- 
curing the ineffable and eternal Happinefs of the 
heavenly World. And the fooner Men enter upon 
this Courfe the better : and the longer they ferve 
GOD herein, the more fure will the jReWard be to 
themfelves, and the more enlarg’d and increas’d thro* 
the Riches of divine Grace, in the Refurreflion 
World. And as there are Degrees of Glory in 
Heaven, fo doubtlefs thofe that began early to 
ferve the Lord, and that continu’d faithful unto 
the Death, fhail receive a diftinguifhing Crown of 
Glory ; which will make them infinite Amends for 
the Life of Mortification and belf Denial which thev 
led in the World. ’ 


And thus we fee, that it is for the Intereft of , 
Feigns early to leek the Lord, and that it will be 
or infinite Advantage to them. 

But l pafj to confider briefly the laft General 


IV. Ta 
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IV. to file*that Young People have the greaterf 

EncourageriVent to be religious enme * ^ ^ ^ 

plffip&ZZ X m!»4 w -* 

M Th7 ii a Point exprefi’d in jJj ^"Jhe^vTiVe’of 

in djverfe Placer: and particularly »n th 

the Text, in the cleareft and. ftrongeft Teim O, 

Himfelf declares, that he> *>U mo c.r» 

them that Love him : if they 1.0 And 

filial, he’ll Love them with a P ^"u^and ie.ft 

ha- aflur’d them that f they CeekJc»h>J|' their 

him with theit wtole Hearts. .P— ** r of their 

early D»y5>, and in the Morning a 8 thty 

LifeJ that they ih.ll -oft ce^nly find 

lhall attain an Intereft in him, bg brought 

with him, and Conformity 1 ” ‘ t £ e Word and V 1 o- 

to the Enjoyment of him. No Thine; what 

tnife of GOD being an immutablej-fi?. Sf Acctp- 
greateT Affutance can any have ^ Duty ? 

tance orSuccefs in the Perform* ^ .J ^ ,hac 

ft if impoffible for GOD to lie ; . . , 

hath promifed, and able alfo to per o ^ no w jf e 
ha* declar’d to hi* People, that he will in 

fuffer hi* Faithfiilnef* to fail • _ t t,jj Encou'- 

Nor is my Text the only Place of 

ragemenf is given to an early an impor- 

the Lord ; we have divers othe 0 the Hire ( 

tance, to encourage young Peopl** 0 » - ’ f jifrr. 
gion and Vertue betimes Thurin «He 7JJ o ^ 
lhe*n ?$ Gofpel, where the Duty is ft all fa 

the Ptomife is alfo dive,fly ' p aU 

given you ; feek ant ye f aU .$"b D 0 f e wa s init.nt- 
%e opened unto you. And as if the Delire Mediately 
ly fulfill’d, and the Prom.fe made good £ 

upon the performance ol that amdiuoU J ^ ^ 

added ver. 8. &>r mer y otn’Jtiat a>Uetb receiver, 
ho tbat feeketb {Mttb &c ^ & is ,ft* 

ind aimed « by therdiligentheefrer, ctnta > 
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*i"i* c. C “ re ° f obta '"! n £ °f our End, and the fpe- 
?l c L and Fr,end,7l! P of the blefTed GOD" if 

fi^e, afrlr h n0t °^ OWn - ; ' hoold animate our De- 
f ili al ( h J m * and invigorate our Endeavours in 
fee king for him, m all the Ways of,his Annoim- 
menr and in which he is to be found : thV t P when 
we ca ll he may condefcend to anfwer uj, and when 
we are diligently inquiring after him, may fa?, Here 
amI > and fo may caule himfelf to be found of us. 

Thus much may fuffice for the Proof and Illuftra- 
tion of the Dodfrine ; and for the r>»r • .• ultra . 
Recommendation of Early Pietv with r* IFtl0n , a ? d 
gc«a, Encouragements ,oTh« ‘ 

I,a h “ i‘ «-Apply wh« h„ b« 0 

«■>«" n« r a ,r f 0 t£l$Sf% a g %&»'• 

rs? n R t fl.a! icl ' ion - 1 1,1111 c ' ofe wUh 

v-fleaion or two on what has been deliver’d. 

a sir 

8* rfc Lori who ”m L„,‘ Th.! 

Si "' lnd 111 * K 

SL , 2af,£i.‘arK"grf>« [ 

mZ godT, fk‘ ra " ‘° be hum “" d Dull 

high Time for them 8 ? f ° r al1 . fucb to awake ; 

Lord • if To h l m .*,? an< ^ Squire after the 

a^r al Lpt tLm U y £ V° U . od of them, and 

j pf . _ n r ac u ce i P t them his People and Servants 

Ways, and C t o b tur 5 e rh fWad p d fer '° ully t0 think on their 
> and to turn their Feet into the divine Tefti- 

monies 
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monies ; and to make Hafte and make no Delay to 
keep GOD’s righteous Judgments; left lime and 
Opportunity ceafe, and be loft for ever. 

• a . We hence infer, that'tis matter cj great Lamen¬ 
tation and Sorrow, that fo few young‘Leaf le are per. 
[waded to be religious betimes. Some good Things 
indeed are found in a few, in a Very few, who 
are early and diligently asking theVVay to Zion with 
their Faces thitherward ; who remember th^ir Creator 
in the Days of their Youth, and religioofly devote 
themfelves to be the Lord s : And to this happy 
Number, I would charitably hope ihat you my .>rc- 
threo and Children, who are of this religious Society 
do belong; and that your great and good hods and 
Purpofes in your uniting, and ft-.quent aliembling 
t gether, are firft the Glory of GOD, and next the 
furtherance of your own Salvation ir. fubferviency 
thereunto ! 

But as to the Generality of Youth in thisLand.how' 
negligent are they of GOD, of'RDigion, and of 
their Souls ? Yea how impious and profane, vain 
and foolifh, frothy and immoral are they ? GOD is 
fcarce in any of their Thoughts ; and all that is 
ous, and that will lav a ROtraint upon them, in <he 
Sallies of their youthful Lulls, they drive faraway, 
if not mock and deride it This is a Lamentation, 
and fhould be for a Lamentation ! that a Generation 
fhould rife up that know fo little of the CrJi 15 
their Fathers; and that do not Erve him either with 
a perftft Htart, or a willing Mind How fhouo 
this quicken us all in our Endeavours for their - 
formation and Recovery ; and how fhould rnis quickr n 
and animate our Prayers to the Throne of G ac:, 
that GOD would p'mr down [lis Spirit upon 'his 
People, and his Blefling upon their Offspring ; Gm 
they mighc live before him, and be found walking in 
the Tru^h, and be a Generation unco his Praile. 

D 2 3 Iet 
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' Let mo now offejr a Word of Exhortation, if 
f fflbie, to entreat and perfwade all the Toutbthat hear 
me ' diligently to ftek the Lord early , and religiou/ly to 
(l vjre them/elves to his Service and Glory betimes. 
V u hiv heard that ic is both your indifpenlibie 
hhjry and your high ell Icitercll ; ? and the fevsral 
K ilo.ns that have been given Jhould be as fo many 
powerful Arguments and Motives to perfwade you to 
your Duy. 


But h-re to enforce the Exhortation, I fhall offer 
a *e* Hmrs by way of Encouragement and Motive ; 
««nd a few by way of Direction and Counfel, and fo 

conclude. 


To wive you then to comply with your Duty ; 
d .n ciil to Mind the divine gracious Promife and 
Engagement, that GOD will be found of them that 
ieek him Early ; that he will Honour them that 
Honour him ; and that when thty call upon him as 
thHr Farhcr in Heaven, he will own them as his 
Children, and call them his Sons and his Daughters. 


Ccrjider aifo the Examples of thofe Youths, that 
Vtrc rr mirka bl e hr their early Fiery ; which are fet 
before you and fcci'mm nded to you in the facred 
o urers for your Imitation ; and look upon them, 
and do likewifc 


Ccrjider alfo the Satisfa&ion and Delight it wilt 
give ro the People of GQD, to all that fear hisName, 
and have a Regard to his Glory, and that wi(h Welt 
to your Souls ; to fee you religious betimes, early 
walking in the Truth, and having the Fear of GOD 
before >our Eyes : fuch as your godly Parents and 
pious Matters; but nr ff of all your faithful Mini- 
ffers, to whom you ihould endeavour to the utmoil 
to give this Occasion of Joy, 

Moreover* 
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Moreover, Confider that this is the -lik^lf 
way to fecure your H ippinefs hot ft pre fern & fuia. » 
S y to prevent Deftruftion from the Lord : J yfe 
feek him he will be found of you ; bur if you 1 for- 
lake him, he will forfake you, and caft yoarfte 
ever. Let thefe Considerations then powerful y 
prevail with you to be religious betimes. 

Wherefore to Dire3 you herein ; yon muft be 
much with GOD in f Prayer , in 
attend to that Dire&ioa of our Siviou , 
enforces with a moil encouraging t \hvClofet 
6. 6 Sut thou when thou prayejt, enter t bfC J , 

and when thou baft jhut thy fpptb in fe~ 

•which is <« fecre t, and tty 

cm, foaU reward thee openiy. In t^ s r ft . an d 

of the Life and Power of Religion to Private 

by it be aflifted and encouraged to perform t p 
and pubiick Duties of ir. 

lie-ware of the Sim of Childhood and Youth which 
are too often Vanity : Such as Curling, Kind : 
Lewdnefs, Lying, Stealing, and Rudenefso J ‘ 

Thefe Sins of Youth have been often poffelied in, 
and been the Burthen of old Age. 

Hearken diligently to the good Advice °/y®^ 
Parents and Friends that haveExpenence jn 
of Religion and Vertue : The negleft of this has been 
the Bane of many a promifmg Youth, who has vair y 
thought himfelf too wife to be advisd. 


‘Be conftant and furious in attending GOD’s Wot- 

fliip ; facxftify GOD's Sabbaths, reverence his ban«u- 
ary in your Bodies and Souls ; and hearken to 
Voice of his Word, and treafure it up in > oul fcc,r i 
as young 'Timothy did. 

Shun the Company of the Wicked, and aflocia.o 
With the wife and vtrtuous, and imitate them 








* 
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Goodnef* : He that thus walketh with wife Men /hall 
Oe wile, but a Companion of Fools /hall be deihoyed. 


Li a Word, Often think of Death, of Judgment, 
and of the eternal World. Gf the Uncertainty of your 
Lives and of your Accountablenefs to GOD; and let 
theleCoohderations quicken you to improve the pre- 
lent Time and Seafon, which is the only one you may 
have ; to ieek an early Converfion to GOD, and to 
get your Hearts feafond with his Grace and Fear * 
that To you may ferve GOD and your Generation 
according to his Will ; and may none of you live in 
Vain- 1 flullclofe with that Exhortation to early 
Piety which 2)avtd gave to his Son Solomon, i Chron. 
r 2* tbou Solomon m y Son, know then the GO c I) 
of tby Father , and ferve him with a per/etf Heart and 
with a willing Mind ; for tbeLordfearcbetb ah He arts, 
and under ft andetb all the Imaginations of t beTh ought s : 
If tbou feek him be will be found of thee ; but if tbou 
forfake bim> be will cafl thee eff for ever . AMEN 1 




finis. 














